
 
 
 

Grayson County Economic Development Authority 
P. O. Box 217; Independence, VA 24348 

 
October 18, 2023 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Present      Staff Present 
Christopher J. Butler      Stephen A. Boyer 
Todd Cannaday        Nikki C. Edwards 
Justine Jackson-Ricketts     Lyndsie Young  
Gary Rascoe       Tracy Cornett   
Elizabeth Hash        
Jonathan Warren 
Jason Baumgardner 
Darin Young 
 
Members Absent      Staff Absent    
None        Mitchell L. Smith 
        Deb Jones 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Mr. Butler, Chair, opened the meeting; called roll and determined a quorum is present. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mrs. Hash made the motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of September 19, 
2023; duly seconded by Mr. Cannaday.  Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Mrs. Edward, Director of Finance, gave the following financial report (listed below). Mr. 
Warren made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Mr. Cannaday.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
PRESENTATION(S)/REPORTS 

• Angela Biram – Sip & Taste - presented to the Authority and noted this would be 
a small café and part pub – explained what she has already contributed financially 
– will be a small café and pub – asking for $75K with $55K being key for equipment 
– and the $20K for employees’ salaries – hope to open the first of the year – hopes 
to have the liquor license by the first of the year as well.  Mr. Butler noted that the 
Authority will discuss at the next meeting in November and ask Ms. Biram to 
attend the December meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

• Gold Hill Cidery – Mitchell Britt – showed the Authority his budget and explained 
about the grants that he’s applying for should find out about whether the grant(s) 
have been awarded to us sometime in December.  Discussion took place. Mr. Britt 
noted his goal is to have it built out around March or April 2024.  Mr. Butler noted 



to Mr. Britt to continue working with Mrs. Young and keep her updated on his 
progress.  Mr. Cannaday made the motion to approve $50K to be used for the 
build-out and infrastructure needs; duly seconded by Mr. Warren.  Motion carried. 
Mr. Boyer noted that staff will get with Mrs. Young and Mrs. Edwards to proceed. 

 
DISCUSSION 

• Grayson Garment Building – Mr. Butler noted that he and Mr. Cannaday has 
spoken with Mr. Michael Sawer with RPM and Mr. Sawer would be willing to 
section off approximately 4,000 sq. feet for a possible child care facility (outfitting 
and providing the space).  Discussion took place and consensus of the Authority is 
to continue considering this option. 

• ARS – Mr. Butler noted that we have $200K to upgrade housing in Grayson County 
– Jimmy Moss and Aaron Sizemore is working with Grayson County on this 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None 
 
ADJOURN 
Mr. Cannaday made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Mrs. Hash.  Motion 
carried. 
 


