
 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting  
September 14, 2023 
 
 
Members attending in person:  John S. Fant, Kenneth R. Belton, R. Brantley Ivey, and Tracy 
A. Anderson.  Michael S. Hash attend via teleconference due to being out of town. 
 
Staff attending in person:  Stephen A. Boyer, Mitchell L. Smith, Linda C. Osborne and 
County Attorney Stephen V. Durbin.  



IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Belton made the motion to approve the consent agenda and amend the 
agenda to add under new business the Housing Rehab Specialist for the Eagle Bottom 
Project Phase II. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mrs. Michelle Pridgen and Mrs. Elizabeth Hash gave the following update on the Grayson 
County Ag Fair this year: 

o Grayson County Fair History 
 2005:  Livestock Show began 
 2018:  Ag Fair began in conjunction with the Livestock Show 
 2019:  Sizable increase in participation/attendance for the joint event 
 2020:  No fair due to Covid – Livestock show was still held 
 2021:  Fair/Livestock Show held with minimal activities 
 2022:  Added dog show/food vendors/fair activities 

o 2023 Highlights 
 Attendance at highest, around 1,000 attendees 
 Total of 93 volunteers – total volunteer hours = 2,208 with 1,100 of these 

from 9 paid county employees 
 Haybale contest had 9 entries with 606 votes 
 Fair entries tripled at 314 items entered and 100 participants with 38 being 

youth 
 Additional food vendor options 
 Fari contest/Youth activities expanded 
 Dog show participation increased to 10 participants, 12 dogs and added 

farm dog skills & puppy obedience classes 
 Quilt show participation increased with 34 quilts entered and 276 votes for 

people’s choice winner 
 Grayson FFA/Ag students participated in Stockman’s contest 
 Students from Fries Middle School participated in fair activities on Friday 

as well as Grayson High School students 
 Created new Grayson County Agricultural Fair logo & website:  

www.graysoncountyvafair.com 
 Social Media Facebook Page – 624 followers, 50 new during month of 

August…up 145% 
 Over 50 sponsors/vendors – had tiered levels this year 

(gold/silver/bronze/sponsorship 
  In-Kind money of approximately $5k and thanked all who made it possible 

along with Bottomley’s for the use of their facility along with several of 
their employees 

 Ag Fair Committee increased from 9 members last year to 15 members this 
year and welcomes anyone else who would like to volunteer 

http://www.graysoncountyvafair.com/


 Initiative is to grow the fair each year with the focus on Ag 
 Also noted that they would like to keep their request of funds from the 

County to $6K for next year 
 Next committee meeting will be held on September 21 at 2pm at the GATE 

Center and anyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 
Mr. Jordan Stidham could not attend in person and gave the following presentation by 
voiceover regarding Baywood School building/grounds – Baywood Healthy Community 
Feasibility Study 09/2023 by Sprout Financial LLC in partnership with Hill Studio and HOPE 
Inc. with the expanded report on file in the office of the County Administrator. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 
Mr. Stidham noted that the concerns are the well/septic/plumbing – currently can 
support phase I and phase II – phase III would need another well/septic.  Grants are out 
there for phase I – phase III would need special consideration.  Going forward 
predevelopment funds would be needed – suggested reaching out to other organizations 
such as Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission (MRPDC) and having them help in 
applying for grants.  Mr. Boyer noted that we are in the predevelopment phase – apply 
for predevelopment grants – to continue on with the predevelopment phase would be no 
cost to the county other than staff time. Discussion took place – Supervisor Ivey noted 
this project was pulled out of the budget during a budget work session meeting – Mr. 
Boyer noted we have $65K of grant money to do the initial study – more discussion took 
place.  Supervisor Belton made the motion to move forward to the predevelopment phase 
only; duly seconded by Supervisor Ivey.  During discussion, Supervisor Anderson noted to 
have a public hearing on this and Mr. Durbin noted that the county could hold a public 
hearing to expend the funds, not committing to additional phases and would not be 



obligated to move forward and be comfortable with financing options.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
 

• Resolution – Declaring Grayson County, Virginia as Pro-Life 
 

Mr. Boyer addressed the Board and read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Ivey 
made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Discussion took place 
– Mr. Durbin noted that the public hearing for the ordinance is still scheduled for 
December.  Roll call vote as follows:  Michael S. Hash – aye; Kenneth R. Belton aye – R. 
Brantley Ivey – aye; John S Fant – aye; Tracy A. Anderson – nay.  Motion carried 4-1. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Request to advertise to amend vehicle license fee ordinance 
 

Mr. Smith explained that the language in the current ordinance (changed from a vehicle 
sticker to a vehicle fee) to accommodate our volunteers and Mr. Durbin will compile the 
document and amend it.  Supervisor Fant noted that this is to help give our volunteers 
incentives in serving and the language in the ordinance will need to be updated to show 
this.  Supervisor Ivey made the motion to advertise for a public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
• Board appointments 

 
Airport Commission – Lucas “Luke” Sawyer to be appointed as  GC Rep due to the passing 
of Mr. Larry Bartlett. 
 
Bristol Regional Improvement Commission (BRIC)– GC needs an alternate (Mr. Smith is 
primary Rep. – Mr. Boyer recommends himself as the alternate. 
 
Planning Commission 4yr term – Providence District – Don Dudley no longer wishes to 
serve on the PC – new appointee will fill the remainder of his term which expires on 
12/31/23 – Supervisor Hash noted he is still working on a new appointee. 
 
Supervisor Belton made the motion to approve Mr. Sawyer to the Airport Commission 
and Mr. Boyer as the alternate for BRIC; duly seconded by Supervisor Ivey.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
 
 



• Housing Rehab Specialist for the Eagle Bottom Project Phase II 
 
Mr. Smith explained that this is through a DHCD grant is no cost to the county.  The 
specialist that was hired to do this has some health issues and is no longer able to 
continue in this role.  After advertising for this position and Housing Board vetting the one 
applicant that applied, approved for the Board’s approval to have an IPR Specialist to 
finish out the project.  Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve Mr. John Brewer as 
the Housing Rehab Specialist for the Eagle Bottom Project Phase II; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Anderson.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
A brief recess was taken and 7:07 p.m. and the meeting reconvened at 7:16 p.m. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

o Baywood Ruritan Club, Galax, VA – sent a letter signed by Dan Boyer, President -  
Supervisor Fant read the letter – supports the Baywood project and would like to 
see phase 1 move forward 

o Ann Rose, Independence, VA – disappointed didn’t get an ordinance – resolution 
doesn’t really mean anything – referenced the 5/18 budget work session minutes 
where a public hearing was set, not sure why the date was set after election 

o Jaynelle Worrell, Independence, VA – spoke on making Grayson a Sanctuary for 
the unborn – also gave some statistics regarding the effect of an abortion on the 
woman 

o Tracy Cummins, Elk Creek, VA – moving ahead with their PRC - need money to get 
nonprofit 501C3 up and going – website/facebook page is up – have had clients 
contact her for post-abortive counseling – we don’t have the counseling available 
in our area for this but does have information to share  

o Laura George, Independence , VA – spoke regarding the ordinance/resolution – 
not happy in the least – huge assumption for those that approve of the resolution 
assumes the majority of the county want this 

o Nancy Liebrecht, Fries, VA – foolish to pursue the ordinance  
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
Mr. Boyer addressed the Board noting that staff has received a request from different fire 
departments regarding the funding they have received and they would like to move 



forward on the funding the Board has authorized.  However, they can’t move forward 
unless a public hearing is held so a public hearing needs to be scheduled for the next 
board meeting.  Mr. Durbin noted that the vendors or finance companies are asking for 
the County to sign off on the funding as they provide emergency services to the County – 
they are asking for this to comply with the IRS code regulations to receive tax exempt 
benefits on financing and in order to comply with the IRS code, a public hearing is 
necessary before authorization can be given – this is just more of a formality.  Supervisor 
Ivey made the motion to advertise and hold a public hearing in October for Emergency 
Services funding; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Supervisor Hash noted his 
appreciation for moving forward on this.  Mr. Boyer noted that staff would work on an 
MOA to lay out the parameters of time for this as well. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Ivey made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.   
Motion carried 5-0. 
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