
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
July 13, 2017 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen 
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Sutherland welcomed Mr. Bill Shepley as the new County Administrator. 
Supervisor Sutherland requested the Board table the last agenda item under new 
business (Establish Capital Improvement Fund for Grayson County School); motion made 
by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the amended 
agenda and consent agenda; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mike Guy, Director of District III Governmental Cooperative, thanked the Board for the 
opportunity to give an update on their agency.  District III Governmental Cooperative 
Extension has a budget of $5.3 million with funding from various sources.  Mr. Guy 
noted that 5500 senior citizens were served over last year.  The Farm Fresh Program is 
going well and coupons are given out for fresh food at the Farmers Market which  



 
 
includes 640 Grayson County citizens.  Mr. Guy reviewed the services provided and how 
many citizens were served through each service.  In 2016, Senior Day was held for the 
first time and another one is planned for September 2017.  Mr. David Richardson then 
spoke reviewing the history of public transportation service, noting that it’s not just for 
senior citizens.  Currently they operate 16 hours of service per week in Grayson County 
and that number was set by a previous Board of Supervisors back in the 1990’s and can 
be amended. 
 
Erin Farmer, Grayson County 4-H, addressed the Board and reported that 4-H camp will 
be held July 24-28 with the theme being “Into the Wild” with swimming, survival, 
archery, rifling classes, etc.  Grayson County has 69 campers signed up with student 
leader selected and held to higher expectations.  Several scholarships were donated and 
fundraising efforts took place throughout the year.  A full scholarship is valued at 
$185.00.  Mrs. Farmer then introduced Mr. Daniel Boyer, who is the new hire for the 
Matthew Farm/Grayson County 4-H.  Mr. Boyer is a local young man who comes from 
the Spring Valley community.  Already on the agenda for Mr. Boyer is a meeting with 
Grayson LandCare, Grayson County School Board meeting, Agri-Business Tour and 
Heritage Day.  Mr. Boyer noted that his goals are the livestock club, farm plan – which 
would be student run, increase visitation and financial stability. 
 
Jonathan Luper, Director of Grayson County Public Works, gave the following year-end 
update: 

• FY-17 Large Item Pickup Expenditures:   $22,332.85 which is off-set by the Liter 
Grant but funding hasn’t been received yet. 

• Cost is down and the County is cleaner – The New River Wildlife Club is also 
seeing less trash during their annual clean-up. 

• FY-17 Recycling totaled $99,751.00 in rebates which is up 16% from FY-16. 
• Currently look to pilot an agricultural-plastic recycling program, starting in the 

fall. 
• Household Hazardous Material program:  would recommend holding semi-

annually in the County to reduce the amount of hazardous household waste in 
the County.  It was astounding at the amount and type of material that came in 
that day. 

 
Kelly Wilmore, Superintendent of Grayson County Public Schools, addressed the Board 
regarding a CIP request for school buses.  The school bus lease payment would be 
$88,922.30 which would be the first of five (5) buses.  Mr. Wilmore noted the life cycle 
of a bus is about ten (10) years but that also depends on the route.  This money was 
previously approved in the budget.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mr. Wilmore also noted that 
he would be at the next board meeting to talk about literary funds. 
 



 
 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 

- UPDATE ON MAIN STREET INTERSECTION (SMART SCALE) AND PLEASANT   
  GROVE ROAD – JEFF RUSSELL, VDOT 
 

Mr. Russell gave an update that mowing crews are getting caught up after the rain and 
paving crews will be moving in over the next few weeks.  Mr. Russell gave the history of 
the Smart Scale Intersection and that the purpose to improve the turning radius at Rt. 
58 and Rt. 21; the original plan impacted the historic Courthouse so it was redesigned to 
leave the historic Courthouse property as is.  Mr. Russell went on to explain that VDOT 
has recently met with County and Town of Independence officials to further discuss 
options with the most benefit.  The estimated start date is 2020.  Mr. Russell then spoke 
regarding the Pleasant Grove Road concerns.  Unfortunately, Pleasant Grove Road does 
not meet Rural Rustic Guidelines and would have to be considered as a construction 
project.  The estimated cost to pave the target area is approximately $2.5 – 3.0 million. 
The money could come from the six (6) year plan but other improvements would have 
to stop to allow the money to build up. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Building Inspection Board of Appeals – 4yr term:  Doug Williams resigned; new 
appointee will fill the remainder of Mr. Williams term which will end 12/31/17.  Mr. 
James Moss, Building Official, requested an engineer fill this spot.  Mr. Moss will send 
the requirements to the Board.  No action was taken on this appointment. 
 
Economic Development Authority – 4yr term:  Mr. Robert “Bobby” Williams does not 
wish to be reappointed – his term expires 08/08/17.  Supervisor Fant made the motion 
to approve Esko Lehtinen; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
New River/Mt. Rogers Workforce Development Board:  David Sexton is unable to 
continue to represent Grayson County due to business duties.  No action was taken on 
this appointment. 
 
IN RE:  SURPLUS – GRAYSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the surplus of a 1998 Ford F-150 4-wd 
with approximately 130,000 miles; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – GRAYSON COUNTY EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN (EOP) 
 



James S. Moss, Emergency Services Coordinator, gave an overview of the process and 
explained that all plan non-specific information has been placed into appendices to  
 
 
 
allow for real time updates and not require board action on every change in personnel 
or equipment.  The EOP must be updated every four (4) years.  Mr. Mitchell L. Smith 
read the Resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Hash – aye; 
Supervisor Rosenbaum – aye; Supervisor Belton – aye; Supervisor Fant - aye; Supervisor 
Sutherland – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes the need to 
prepare for, respond to, and recover from natural and manmade disasters; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Grayson has a responsibility to provide for the safety 
and well-being of its citizens and visitors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Grayson has established and appointed a Director and 
Coordinator of Emergency Management;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors adopts the Emergency Operations Plan as presented; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Emergency Management, 
or his/her designee, is tasked and authorized to maintain and revise as necessary this 
document during the next four (4) year period or until such time it be ordered to come 
before this Board. 
 
 Adopted this 13th day of July, 2017 in Grayson County, VA. 
 
 
                                                                         By:  _______________________________ 
                       Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair 
               Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
Attest:  _______________________________ 
                 Mitchell L. Smith, Interim Clerk 
  Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
IN RE:  DRAFT PLANNING GUIDANCE FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW 
 
Supervisor Fant shared ideas (listed below) that could be beneficial to the update 
process.  Supervisor Fant noted that this document is to help provide the Planning 
Commission some thoughts as they get ready to work on the Comp Plan Review over 
the next year.  Due to things changing, he highlighted four (4) things:  it would be helpful 
for the overall goal to include a representative from the Towns and also the School 
Board to make sure that those priorities are understood and in addition to include their 
Comprehensive Plan along with our Plan as an annex so that resources aren’t wasted 
going forward; Fire and Rescue may have some ideas as well; measures and 
effectiveness - are we doing the things we need to be doing – we need to measure and 
evaluate what we are doing. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
IN RE:  ESTABLISH CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR GRAYSON COUNTY SCHOOL 
 
This item was tabled prior to approving the agenda. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. William “Bill” Shepley, new County Administrator, addressed the Board and stated 
how proud he is to be a part of this community and noted this first week has been very 
busy. 
 
Mr. Mitchell L. Smith, Deputy County Administrator expressed his pleasure to be 
working with Mr. Shepley. 
 
Mr. Smith gave the following report: 
 4-H Livestock Show will be held on August 12, 2017 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at 

Bottomleys in Elk Creek. 
 22 homes participated in the water testing – it’s a $300 test that only costs $50 

for Grayson County citizens that sign up. 
 Agri-Business Tour will be held on August 23, 2017 and will showcase the 

Oldtown area. 
 Facilitation Training will be held at the SWVA Higher Ed Center on September 

12/13 and will be taught by Kevin Spurlin.  This is great training for anyone 
involved in the community. 

 Take a Break for the Interstate will take place on July 28-30 – 100-mile yard sale 
from Wytheville, VA to Harmony, NC 

 Funding for the Crooked Road Kiosk has been approved for repairs, updates and 
additions. 

 River Ridge Meats will have their grand opening on July 21, 2017 from 11 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m. 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Roger Billings spoke thanking the Board for their diligence in improving the road – hopes 
are that Pleasant Grove Road can be returned to the six (6) year plan. 
 
Mr. Smith asked to work with Mr. Billings and other residents of Pleasant Grove Road in 
the six (6) year plan process. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A) of 
the Code of Virginia to discuss a personnel matter; AND §2.2-3711(A)(3) for discussions 
relating to the acquisition or disposition of real property; AND §2.2-3711(A)(6) for 
discussions relating to investment of public funds; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  
Motion carried 5-0.   
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 13th, day of July 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia aw were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R. 
Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
IN RE:  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR GRAYSON COUNTY SCHOOLS 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to establish a Capital Improvement Fund for 
Grayson County Schools; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Supervisor Sutherland 
noted that the unspent funds from FY 16-17 be placed into that fund (CIP) with the 
stipulation that funds must be individually requested and approved with proper 
procurement.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
IN RE:  CONTINUE MEETING 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to continue the meeting to August 4th, 2017 at 
2:00 p.m.; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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